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Motivated, talented youth in rural El Salvador face more obstacles than opportunities as they seek to develop their skills, pursue their dreams and contribute to the well-being of their communities.  Many assume high costs and risks trying to migrate to the United States because they see few other options for their future.
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CoCoDA’s Youth Leadership Campaign raises money to fund high school and university scholarships for young people in rural communities of Santa Marta, Cabañas and Suchitoto, Cuscatlán in El Salvador.   Both of these regions were destroyed during El Salvador’s 12-year civil war (1980-92).  The first post-war generation from these farming communities received elementary and secondary education in escuelas populares, under-funded schools built amidst the ruins of war by the communities themselves, led by local volunteer teachers, maestro/as populares, who are now certified, salaried teachers in their communities.
Since 2004, the Youth Leadership Campaign has provided $22,000 for students in Santa Marta, supporting a new local high school in the community and 35 students attending the national university in San Salvador.  In Suchitoto, the Campaign has provided $6,560 to support 22 rural students attending several high schools in the region.
In Santa Marta, the scholarship program is managed by the non-profit organization ADES (Asociación de Desarrollo Económico Social, Santa Marta).  ADES’ goal is to provide 35 full university scholarships of $2,500 each annually.  This would cover costs of tuition, housing, transportation, books and materials for one school year (http://www.santamartagoestocollege.com).
In Suchitoto, the scholarship program is managed by the non-profit organization the CRC (Comité de Reconstrucción y Desarrollo Económico Social de Comunidades de Suchitoto).  The CRC’s goal is to provide 30 high school scholarships at $700 each and 15 university scholarships at $1,600 each per year.

Contributions to “CoCoDA / Youth Leadership Campaign” are tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law, and may be designated specifically to the Santa Marta or the Suchitoto programs if so desired.
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